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SUB J : ELECTORAL CALENDAR CRYSTALIZING 

1 . GALO PLAZA, PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL 
STATED PUBLICLY ON JUNE 27 THAT THE RECEDULATION PROCESS- 

A MAJOR STEP IN THE PROCESS OF RETURNING TO CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD MOST LIKELY TERMINATE ON AUGUST 31 AND BY SEPTEMBER 
15 AT THE LATEST. 

2. COMMENT: THE LAW GOVERNING THE REFERENDUM STIPULATES THAT 
VOTING LISTS MUST BE PREPARED WITHIN 90 DAYS AFTER THE END OF 
RECEDULATION AND THE REFERENDUM MUST BE CONVOKED 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE LISTS ARE PREPARED. UNDER THIS FORMULA THE REFERENDUM WILL 
BE HELD NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 1978 AND POSSIBLY A FEW MONTHS 
EARLIER, DEPENDING ON HOW LONG IT ACTUALLY TAKES TO PREPARE THE 
VOTER LISTS. 

3. ON THE TWO DRAFT CONSTITUTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
REFERENDUM, ONLY ONE STIPULATES PRECISE DATES FOR THE INSTALLA- 
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TION OF CONSTITUTIONAL INSTITUTION: THE CONSTITUTION DRAFTED 
BY THE HOST COMMISSION SETS A JUNE 1, 1978 DATE FOR THE 
INAUGURATION OF A PRESIDENT. THIS CONSTITUTIONAL 
ALTERNATIVE ALSO APPEARS TO BE THE ONE ATTRACTING THE MOST 
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND IS THUS THE MOST LIKELY TO BE CHOSEN BY THE 
VOTERS. IF SO, ALLOWING FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF A SECOND 
RUN-OFF ELECTION, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WOULD PROBABLY HAVE 
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TO BE SCHEDULED NO LATER THAN APRIL 1978 IN ORDER TO COMPLY 
WITH THE UNE 1 INAUGURAL DEADLINE. 

4. SOME POLITICIANS ARE CONCERNED THAT SHOULD THE REFERENDUM 
NOT BE HELD UNTIL JANUARY 15, THE FORMAL ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN 
MIGHT BE TOO SHORT TO OVERCOME THE EARLY LEAD THAT IS PRESUMED 
HELD BY POPULIST ASSAD BUCARAM. THIS PROSPECT MAY FORCE THE 
ANTI-B U C ARAM PARTIES TO HAMMER OUT COALITIONS AND LAUNCH 
CANDIDACIES BEFORE THE REFERENDUM, WHICH MANY DOUBT THEY WILL 
BE SUFFICIENTLY ORGANIZED TO DO. FAILING THIS, SOME GROUPS, 
NOTABLY THE LIBERALS, ARE TOYING WITH THE IDEA OF ASKING 
THE SUPREME COUNCIL TO HAND OVER POWR TO A PROVISIONAL CIVILIAN 
PRESIDENT ON JUNE 1, 1978 WHILE DECREEING THE POSTPONMENT OF 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS UNTIL A FEW MONTHS AFTER THAT DATE. 
BLOOMFILD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION LAW, CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977QUITO04380 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770237-0181 

Format: TEL 
From: QUITO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770797/aaaadgwd.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c9f3f071-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1983010 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ELECTORAL CALENDAR CRYSTALIZING 
TAGS: PINT, EC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c9f3f071 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



